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TPG says community health fears stopped its 5G rollout in Australia -
as experts blame disinformation campaigns on social media
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TPG chief operating executive Craig Levy has told the Federal Court that the
telco pulled its plans to roll out a 5G network in A due to ity fears
regarding the health impact of the technology.

Those fears have spiked despite bodies such as the World Health Organisation
(WHO) stating there should be no risks to public health. In fact, 5G radiation

should actually be safer than previ networks, ding to h by
Cornell University.
» Despite the science however, a small seg t of the ity app

concerned over the technology, as the number of social media groups spreading

mation grow, galvanising opposition to the network.

Australia has an unfortunate and chequered history of politics scuppering its national

technology infrastructure.

The National Broadband Network (NEN) was kneecapped by a change of federal
government and policy and has been a veritable trainwreck ever since

In 2018, fears of Chinese espionage dashed Huawei's bid to help roll out the 5G network
here. Now TPG is having to explain why it scrapped its own 5G aspirations and it
appears its hand was forced - at least in part - by fears from the community about health
impacts of the technology.

“If people have concerns about the impact on their health... they are not just looking at
our model in a positive manner,” chief operating executive Craig Levy told the Federal
Court on Tuesday, as reported by t M. T {erald

TPG is in court fighting its blocked attempt by the ACCC to merge with Vodafone, and
inadvertently, the case rests on whether or not TPG would build the important
infrastructure without a merger going forward. The telco has flatly claimed it wouldn't, so
far citing a lack of commercial viability, and now community opposition.

* TPG chief operating executive Craig Levy has told the Federal Court that the telco pulled its plans to roll out a 5G network in
Australia due to community fears regarding the health impact of the technology.
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